MOHAMMED   AND   CHARLEMAGNE
officionim. Gregory of Tours1 relates that he was stoned by the
people, who held him responsible for the excessive burden of
taxation. He was a connection of Arator's,2
The part played by the Roman rhetoricians was no less important
among the Vandals. Dracontius addressed a poem entitled Satis-
factio to King Gunthamund (484-496). He was a pupil of the
grammarian Fclicianus; and there is evidence in his works that
die Vandals themselves attended the classes of the grammarians
in company with the Romans. We find, also, that his family had
retained possession of its estates. Having studied grammar and
rhetoric, he devoted himself to the juridical career. He was
afterwards persecuted by Gunthamund, who had him thrown
into prison, and confiscated his property, on account of a poem
in which he seems to have celebrated the Emperor to the king's
disadvantage.3
Under Thrasamund (496-523) and Hildcric (523-530) flourished
the poets of the Anthology: Florentine, Flavius Felix, Luxorius,
Mavortius, Coronatus and Calbulus, who, although Christians,
wrote in the style of pagan antiquity.4 Their poems celebrate the
magnificent termi of Thrasamund and the monuments erected at
Aliana;6 and they mention the grammarian Faustus, the friend of
Luxorius. Christianity, in these poems, is blended with obscenity.8
The Vandal count Sigisteus, the patron of the poet Parthenius,
was himself a poet.7 And we must not forget Fulgentius, a gram*
marian by profession, who wrote in Carthage during the last
twenty years of the 5th century* An inflated and incorrect writer,
he composed mythological allegories, the only means of pre-
serving the faded splendours still cherished by die grammarians.
The same conditions existed among all the Germanic people.
Sidonius was a great man in die country of the BurgimdL8 Euric,
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